CHAPTER VIII
NAMMAZHWAR ILLUMINES TIRUVENGADAM

The star that led Madhurakavi towards Tirunagari.

A Vedic scholar, well-versed in all schools of Philosophy,
Madhura-Kavi by name, started on a North-Indian pilgrimage
from his resident village, Thirukkolur in South India. He reached
Ayodhya, stood in the presence of Rama-vigraha, and prayed for
spiritual peace and plenty. While doing so, he saw a brilliant star
rising in the South, which reminded him of the effulgent form
of his beloved Deity of his village. He was surprised; and he
could not have peace of mind. He had desired that he should
visit all the holy shrines in Uttar Pradesh in succession. But the
dazzling star seemed to beckon him towards the south and he
meekly obeyed the radiant call. He hurried towards the South
and the star kept pace as if to lead him through thick and thin,
through darkness and light, till at last he reached Tirukkumgur
(Azhwar-Tirunagari) in TirunelveH District. The star led him on
to the temple of Lord Adinadha, and when he followed it into
the Temple, the star brightened itself and went straight into the
body of a sixteen year young man sitting in Dhakshinamurthy pose-
It looked as if the light had emanated from this adult of eminence
and disappeared in him too.

Satagopan's Birth and adulthood:

This sixteen year luminous lad is Satagopan of our affectionate
concern and consideration. Sixteen years back he was brought
to the Temple as a 12-day-old baby and placed in front of Lord
Adinadha, the presiding Deity of the village, in sheer desperation
by his parents, Kari and Udaiya Nangai, both of a popular and
devoted vellala family in Tirukkumgur. They had wanted a son
and God in His bounty granted them this baby who, when born,
would not cry, would not drink his mother's milk and would not
behave in the way of infants. The parents waited for 12 days,
and in their sorrow left the baby in the Temple with an appeal
to the Deity to grant the baby all protection.